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No. 3 Wednesday 22nd February 2012
PO Box 77 Millmerran * Telephone: 4695 1349 * Fax: 4695 1680 *
Email: millmerran@twb.catholic.edu.au *  Website: www.millmerran.catholic.edu.au/

Dear Parents,

On Thursday 16" February the Opening School Mass was celebrated by Father Thomas and the 2012
School Leaders were inducted by Deputy Mayor Mr Paul Antonio. The Soul Connection Band provided the
uplifting music and singing as our community came together to ask for God’s richest blessings for the
upcoming year. Many thanks to Mrs Judd for the preparation of the ceremony and congratulations to Mr
Vayo for his guidance of the year sevens as they experience the responsibility of leadership for the first
time.

2012 Year Seven Leaders

1. FETE

St Joseph’s School Fete will be held on Friday 16" March commencing at 6pm. Our Fete Committee has been busy
preparing for this great fundraiser and social event. Please read all the inserts carefully and add your name to the
roster. All students will be performing an item at the fete. Please become involved and be a part of your community.
Please return the roster and all offers of help by Friday 2™ March.

2. MILLMERRAN STATE SCHOOL SWIMMING CARNIVAL

Congratulations to the St Joseph’s competitors, accompanied by Mrs Catherine Folker, who represented their school
proudly at the Millmerran State School Swimming Carnival on Friday 10" February. Many thanks to Amy Jackman
and the Millmerran State School for kindly inviting us to participate once again and also for organising such a well
run event.

3. INNER DOWNS SWIMMING TRIALS

Congratulations to Abby Kelly and Jacob Winter for qualifying to compete at the Inner Downs Swimming Trials held
in Pittsworth last Friday night. Well done to Abby who swam in every stroke taking out first place in the girls 12
years freestyle. Jacob took our first place in the 9 years boys backstroke event and has been selected to compete in
the Darling Downs Swimming Trials in Gatton on Friday 29" February. Good luck Jacob!
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4. SWIMMING PROGRAMME
The swimming programme will continue this Friday. Parent helpers are greatly appreciated.
5. ARL DEVELOPMENT CUP
The Combined Millmerran State School/St Joseph’s ARL Team will play their first game in the 2012 ARL
Development Cup this afternoon in Dalby at 4.45pm against Dalby State School. Thanks to Mr Jeff VVayo (coach),
Cameron Ott (assistant) and Ursula Lindenmayer (leaguesafe) for their time and effort.
6. INNER DOWNS NETBALL TRIALS
Inner Downs Netball Trials for girls born 2001 (or later) — Junior and girls born 2000 — Senior will take place at
Highfields State School on Wednesday 14 March 2012 from 2pm — 5.30pm. Please place your nomination at the
school office by Wednesday 29 February.
7. PARENT INFORMATION EVENING
The rescheduled Parent Information Evening is tomorrow commencing at 5:30pm. Thank you to those parents who
have replied and are able to attend. This is both a social and informative evening so please new and existing parents
come along and be informed. It sets the scene for a calm and settled school community.
8. FORMAL ASSEMBLY
Formal Assembly will take place this Friday morning at 9am in the Assembly Hall. All welcome! The Prep/Year
One Class will be presenting.
9. FOLLOWING SCHOOL PROCEDURE
Communication procedures need clarification. On occasions there is the need for parents to send messages or
discuss issues with the class teacher. The process is as follows:- A note in the Student Diary for such things as
birthday cake arrangements, upcoming appointments, changed arrangements (if known in advance) If an appointment
is needed an Email is sent to the class teacher stating the points to be discussed and the day / days you are available.
Parents are advised that an unscheduled meeting is totally inappropriate and must not happen due to privacy and self-
esteem factors for the student being discussed
Bullying / Behaviour Incidents — These are most effectively dealt with if the affected student or bystanders report
the incident to a teacher when it happens. Parents are asked not to approach students or their parents regarding
behaviour incidents that have occurred at school.
I thank you in advance for making every effort to follow these procedures and advice. These procedures will be
explained more fully at the Parent Information Evening tomorrow commencing at 5:30pm. Please come along and be
informed as it is in your child’s best interest.
10. WEBSITE
Please visit the St Joseph’s website to find details for tuckshop, current newsletter, parish news and much more. This
is a wonderful resource which requires a lot of updating and we appreciate its usefulness for our parents, future
enrolments and parish community.
11. FAREWELL
It is always with a tinge of sadness that we say farewell. Mrs Judd is taking leave as the birth of her second baby is
very imminent. I thank Mrs Judd for her years of dedication to St. Joseph’s. Her talent and commitment to the cultural
pursuits of our students will be sadly missed. May God’s richest blessings be upon her and her beautiful family at this
extremely special time.
12. SCHOOL FEES
Term One school fees are due for payment today, Wednesday 22™ February. Please contact the school office if you
have any concerns with this matter.
Peace & Best Wishes

Kathy Bliss
PRINCIPAL

Term 1 Tuckshop Roster
Date Convenor Helper Helper
Monday 27" February Laura Bell Michelle Bliss Jolanda Webb
Monday 5™ March Chantal Winter Maree & Sophie Twidale Kimberly Adams
Monday 12" March Carol Chandler Theresa Steger Julie Maher
Monday 19" March Laura Bell Lynnda Pepperell Leah McCashney




| Monday 26™ March | Cassie McKinlay | Patsy Baillie | Rebecca Perrin

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

~ God’s Invitation ~

Lent is a season of being invited by God in a deeply personal way. “Come back to me, with all of your heart,” our Lord
beckons. "We will," we respond, but we aren’t quite ready yet, our hearts are not prepared. We want to squirm, evade,
avoid. Our souls not yet perfect. We are not ready for God to love us.

Yes, of course we want to have a deeper relationship with God, we tell ourselves earnestly. And we will....Soon. God
calls to us again: Come back fo me, with all of your heart.

Ok, ok, I really will. Just a few more things to do at work. Let me spend a little more time in prayer first. Let me get to
Reconciliation. Let me clean-my oven, tidy my closets. Sell my yoke of oxen. Check a field I have purchased.... Come
back to me, with all of your heart.

It is an extraordinary-invitation to each one of us. To #ze in a personal, individual way. God invites me to drop the
defences that I hold up between myself and God. All God wants is for me to realize that my standards, ny way of
judging and loving are so very different from God’s way, and so much smaller. God offers an entire Lent season, an
entire lifetime, of loving me unconditionally, no matter what I have done or how much I think I have hidden from God.
From the first day of Lent, the Ash Wednesday readings make God's call to us clear: “Return to me with your whole
heart.” “A clean heart create for me, O God,” Psalm 51 offers. “Give me back the joy of your salvation.” That is exactly
what our loving God wants to give us, the joy of salvation.

Look up there on the road ahead of uszour loving God isjumping up and down for joy. The invitation to us has been
heard. We have returned homel
But, wait... What stops us from this great reunion? What keeps s from accepting this invitation to something deeper in
our lives with God? We feel in our hearts that there are things we should say first: “wait...but...if only” and finally, “If
God really knew aboutme...”
It doesn’t matter. None of it matters. Only the joy that we have turned to-God and that like a loving father or mother,
God is smothering us with embraces and joyful cries. We have returned!
Come back fto me, with all of your-heart.
Our acceptance of this call, this appeal to our hearts is simple if we can only get beyond the fear. All we have to do is
say to our Lord, "I'm here. Where do L start? Yes, I want to be with you." Our hearts have been opened and we have
taken the first step toward the rejoicing parent on the-road. No explanations are necessary, only to pause and picture in
our hearts the joyfully loving and unblinking gaze of God that falls on us.
What's the next step on our journey home? We could take the earliest moments of our day, before we have gotten out of
bed to thank God for such a loving invitation and ask for help in opening our hearts to it. We could remember
throughout the day the invitation that has moved our hearts: Come back fo me, with all of your heart. And we can
rejoice along with God.

That is the invitation of each day of Lent. Today is the day to accept it.

UPCOMING EVENTS
DATE EVENT

Fri 24" February Arts Council 6Wo k 6 nd Wal
Wed 29t February P&F Meeting 5.30pm
Thurs 239 February Parent Information Evening 5.30pm
3rd & 4t March Millmerran Show
Wed 14" March ID Netball Trials - Highfields
Fri 16" March School Fete
Mon 19t March St Josephodos Day
Tues 27" March Sheep Race Meeting 0 7pm




Wed 28t March

\ Last day term one

We welcome Tracy Taylor as Treasurer of the P&F for 2012. Tracey was appointed treasurer

P & F NEWS

by the executive after the position was left pending at the AGM.
P&F Meeting — Wednesday 29t February at 5.30pm.

Agenda items are:

1. Acknowledgement of volunteers

2. School Fete 3. Year 7 shirts 4. Guest

speaker — John B (Qld Federation of P&F)
Sheep Race Meeting — Tuesday 27" March at 7pm in the Assembly Hall.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Friday 10th February
YEAR NAME COMMENT
Year 1 Jemimah Goebel Learning our Jolly Phonics sounds so quickly!
/Prep Mitch Lunney Concentrating really hard and answering | ots of questions.
Year 1/2 Ethan Harvey Trying hard during handwriting.
Charlotte Twidale Beautifully presented bookwork.
Year 3/4 Abbey Coveney For displaying excellent manners, listening skills and having
a great work ethic.

Year 5/6/7 | Sophie Webb For her great work ethic at all times.

Scott Fitzgerald

His ability to quickly comprehend and understand new
mathematical concepts.

Friday 17th February

YEAR NAME COMMENT
Yr 1 /Prep | Alyssa Jones Doing an amazing job with writing, and be ing so helpful!
Ava Farrington For working quickly and quietly, and using lovely manners.
Year 1/2 Travis Goebel Trying hard each week to learn his spelling words
Catherine Farrington Being an independent worker, trying her best
Year 3/4 Bethany Farrington For being h onest and hardworking.
Year 5/6/7 | Lincoln Taylor Willingly displaying his comprehensive knowledge in SOSE

Meg McKinlay

Adjusting well to her new leadership positions.

PARISH NEWS




Millmerran Sunday 26" February 8.30am Liturgy
Sunday 4" March 9.30am MASS

The Catholic Community is manning the canteen at the show again. Assistance for this would be appreciated by the way
of food items, helping in the canteen or monetary donations.

Please feel free to phone me on 0746956115, 0429419195, or email playfields@harboursat.com.au with your offer of
support, and thank you for your generosity. Fran Folker

Catholic children who are in year 3 wishing to begin their Sacramental journey with Reconciliation please
contact Nikki Macqueen 0417 793705 or Nic Farrington 0458 083783. Reconciliation will take place on
Thursday 24th May.

COMMUNITY NEWS
MILLMERRAN INIOR RUGBY LEAGUE  Millmerran Junior Rugby League are looking for players of all ages.
Season to start on Saturday 17th March. Contact Rebecca 0447955177 or Cass 0427951042 to register

| T6 S S HOWDdAylowbkh a pet bird or chook?
This year, you can enter your pets in the Poultry, Pigeon and Caged Bird section at the Millmerran Show.
Entry forms available from Show Society website: www.millmerran.net.au/showsociety.html

For more details; Phone Michael - 46951942 / 0438327359 E-mail - cath367@bigpond.net.au
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